
 www.cisfbr.org.uk WINTER 2014/15 NEWSLETTER page 1

WINTER 2014/15 NEWSLETTER
Moor invertebrates on 
the county list
A Natural England commissioned survey of the invertebrates across selected 
sites within the West Penwith Moors has produced an interesting range 
of species which have not previously been reported in the county – most 
probably long-overlooked species of restricted occurrence rather than new 
arrivals: one beetle, one bug, three spiders, one harvestman, and at least one 
fly. 

The beetle is the 
relatively large and 
prettily marked Stenus 
kiesenwetteri, a 
speciality of lowland 
peat bogs and best 
known in Britain from 
the lowland heaths 
of SE England – the 
nearest known locality 
is in East Devon. It 
has British Red Data Book (Vulnerable) status. Two were found by suction 
sampling a diverse area of mire, wet heath and Sphagnum-filled pools on 
Woon Gumpus Common. 

The grass bug Trigonotylus 
caelestialium had been overlooked 
amongst the very similar T. ruficornis 
until relatively recently – note the 
well-defined red lines on the basal 
antennal segment in the image; but 
the latter is a widespread species of 
dry acid grasslands on mineral soils 
whereas T. caelestialium tends to 
favour taller vegetation, generally 
on wet organic-rich soils but also 
–bizarrely - in arable fields. Single 
specimens were found by sweep-
netting amongst humid heath 
vegetation on Bosullow Common, 
Morvah, and from an area of old 
Molinia tussocks and bracken in the 
valley below Carn Galva, Zennor. 
 

CISFBR 
2013/2014
Chairman’s Report
As in 2012, 2013 was something of a 
quiet year, with not many committee 
meetings or new projects.  The Fern 
Atlas sold enough to break even and 
received very good reviews in British 
Wildlife magazine and in the Fern Ga-
zette.  Not much progress has been 
on getting authors of the Recorder’s 
Handbook to bring their sections up 
to date.  In some cases an alternative 
author will be needed.
There is some concern about CISFBR 
membership.  Unfortunately many 
members are failing to renew their 
subscriptions.  As the subscription 
is only £5 it takes time to contact 
people individually. 
Sue Scott who took over from Mal-
colm produced an excellent Newslet-
ter; there were fascinating articles 
over a whole range of groups.  Sue 
would welcome more articles, photo-
graphs and short newsy items.
We hope to soon produce a lively and 
colourful flyer or leaflet for members 
to give out at their group meetings to 
inform recorders about what CISFBR 
does and to encourage them to join. 
We are well aware there are a num-
ber of interest groups that we have 
no or little contact with.
CISFBR has continued to support 
natural history publications in Corn-
wall with small grants. The latest has 
been the Cornwall Mammal Atlas, 
published at the end of 2013. 

Rosemary Parslow
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The spiders which appear to be new 
to the county are the money spiders 
Walckenaeria unicornis (damp litter 
in marshy vegetation) and Agyneta 
cauta (damp litter on heaths and 
moors), and the crab spider Ozyptila 
simplex (tall grassy vegetation 
including fens, reedbeds and sand 
dunes). A male W. unicornis was 

found amongst pondside Molinia 
tussocks on Tredinney Common, St 
Buryan, while a male and a female 
were found in a rushy area in an old 
green lane by White Downs, Morvah. 
Agyneta cauta was also found on two 
sites: a female in an area of humid 
heath high on Tremedda Common, 
Zennor, and another amongst rocky 
humid heath on Rosewall Hill, St Ives; 
the closest known record is an old 
one from Dartmoor. A single female 

of the crab spider was found on 
humid heath to the north of Higher 
Kerrowe, Zennor. 
The harvestman Lophopilio palpinalis 
is a good example of species best-
known up-country in leaf-litter in 
woodland situations but which is 
found widely in open wild country 
in the more humid climate of the 
SW. Examples were found at three 
localities: two females from dry grass 
heath at Trevean Farm, Zennor; two 
males from an area of humid heath 
recovering from a fire, and a sub-
adult from tall humid heath, both 
areas being within CWT’s Baker’s Pit 
Nature Reserve, Ludgvan. It too has 
its closest known site on Dartmoor.
 
Diptera proved more difficult to 
assess as they are much less well 
known in the county and many 
have been subject to considerable 
taxonomic confusion in the past. One 
species does however stand out as 
an unequivocal new county record, 
the pretty picture-winged fruit fly 
Campiglossa loewiana. It develops 
in the old flowerheads of goldenrod 
Solidago virgaurea. It is known 
across southern Britain from only 
about 30 hectads and so will gain 
Nationally Scarce status at the next 
status review. The nearest known 

site appears to be in Dorset. A female 
was found by sweep-netting along 
the valley bottom below Carn Galva, 
Zennor, where its food-plant grows 
along the old Cornish hedges.

 
A remarkable total of 602 
invertebrate species were found in 
the course of this work - the moors 
are not as poor as many of us had 
thought. The survey was carried 
out with the kind permission of 
landowners and managers.

Keith Alexander

CISFBR AGM - 1st 
MARCH 2014 REPORT
22 CISFBR officers and members stayed 
for the CISFBR AGM, chaired by the vice-
chair Dr Colin French.  The minutes of 
the 2013 AGM were read and accepted. 
Ian Bennallick (secretary) reported 
that approximately 250 copies of the 
CISFBR part-funded ‘Ferns of Cornwall 
and the Isles of Scilly’ have been sold.  
The third edition of the ‘Handbook for 
Biological Recorders’ (an update of the 
second edition published in 2006) is 
not progressing as desired, so with Sue 
Scott at ERCCIS, they will co-ordinate 
the updating of each section when the 
authors are able to provide updated 
information, and rather than waiting 
for all sections to be updated, then 
publishing as one, each section will be 
made available as downloadable PDFs. 
In the CISFBR chair’s (Rosemary Parslow) 
absence, Colin gave the chair’s report 
(see page 1).  Though a quiet year 
Rosemary reported that CISFBR has been 

involved with various worthy projects, 
and Colin added that it had been a 
record-breaking year for records – over 
300,000 records entered onto the ERICA 
database alone bringing the total on 
the database to over 3 million records, 
and contributing a major proportion of 
records held at ERCCIS.  
Matt Stribley gave the Treasurer’s and 
Membership Secretary’s Annual Report.  
In summary nearly £6000 had been 
received as ‘income’, though £2,954 
was nearly all received from the sale 
of the Cornwall Fern Book, with this 
going towards the cost of printing, and 
£2,644 from the OPAL grant received was 
used to purchase the ruggedized laptop 
computer (with the ERICA database 
loaded).  This is being used in recording 
(over 20,000 records have been put on) 
and it is available for other recording 
groups in Cornwall or the Isles of Scilly 
to use. Expenditure has been £6,756, 
leaving a total in the CISFBR account of 
£1,296, with another £500 allocated as 
a grant towards the Cornwall Mammal 
Atlas. During 2013 we attracted 4 new 

members and the membership now 
stands at 80.  Matt reminded us that 
about half of the members don’t pay 
the subs until the AGM, so renewing 
membership (it currently stands at 
£5) can be via BACS (saves the cost of 
posting a cheque) - the CISFBR bank 
account details are: Sort: 16-33-20 a/c 
no. 10121615.  Another acceptable way 
to pay is via a Standing Order.  Let Matt 
know if you wish to pay this way - Email - 
membership@cisfbr.org.uk .
Dr Pamela Tompsett chaired the 
part of the AGM which elected the 
officers and committee.  All committee 
members agreed to stand again and 
was re-elected en bloc unanimously, 
with Colin French voted in as Chair 
with Rosemary Parslow as vice-chair. 
Pamela thanked the committee and 
officers, including Sue Scott for producing 
two excellent newsletters, and to the 
members attending the AGM. Any other 
business included a discussion of the 
previously proposed ‘Zoological Cornwall’ 
publication. 
I J Bennallick (CISFBR Secretary)
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BOOK REVIEW - THE MAMMALS OF 
CORNWALL AND THE ISLES OF SCILLY
Edited by David Groves. Published by ERCCIS 2013. 200pp. 
A5, softback, full colour maps and illustrations. Full page distribution maps. 
£10+pp.
This beautiful little book is a mine of information. It does not call itself an 
Atlas because it is so much more than that. It gives a great deal of knowledge 
about each of the 57 species, as well as its distribution. All the mammals of 
the area, including the bats, cetaceans and seals are covered.
Each species is given three pages. The first two pages cover recognition, 
tracks and signs, ecology/biology, Cornish tales (perhaps better in a box), 
survey methods, conservation, and in a box, “Did You Know…”, a rather quirky 
mixture of facts about the species. 
The third page of each account is occupied by a clear tetrad distribution map 
of the species under three date classes: records from 2007-2012 inclusive; 
records from 2002-2007 inclusive; and all records before 2002. This would 
seem a strange choice, but presumably designed to show the additions since 
ERCCIS published “Celebrating Cornwall’s Mammals…..” reports in 2007, the 
last issue of any kind of distribution atlas.

 Inserted within this main map is 
a small national distribution map 
based on the NBN Gateway data 
from 2002-2012. This map is less 
successful as it shows up the lack of 
consistency of subscribing records 
to the NBN Gateway. (The use of 
these maps has entailed a very 
long and tedious list of credits in 
the “acknowledgements” section, 
but since we value acknowledging 
recorders I suppose we cannot 
grumble too much!) 	
There is also a short paragraph 
on this page putting the Cornwall 
and Isles of Scilly distribution 
into context, both nationally and 
internationally, and there is a 
small table showing the number of 
records from the date classes on 
the main map.

The “tracks and signs” paragraph could perhaps have saved a lot of words 
with a few more illustrations (as for the Fox, p126). Otherwise the illustrations 
for each species are good. I regret that the species’ vernacular names are not 
given initial capital letters.
The first 30 odd pages cover the “housekeeping”. There is a forward by 
the present Chairman of the Mammal Society, acknowledgements, a good 
introduction showing the background to this publication, and a section 
covering the landscapes of the area which puts the animals into their habitats. 
There is also a short review of the history of mammal recording, followed 
by sections on conservation, and recording. In the opening paragraph of this 
section the author says “it is disingenuous to describe this book as an atlas 
of the distribution of mammals in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. It would be 
more correct to say it is the distribution of mammal records”. It is exactly that 
which prompts one to “fill in the gaps”. 
This book deserves a place on everyone’s shelf!
Tony Atkinson

WHAT’S IN 
A NAME?
I saw a beautiful little ringed plover 
the other day. It was beautiful; it was 
little; it was ringed; and I’m certain 
it was a plover. When I looked it up 
I found it was a Little Ringed Plover. 
So I leave you in no doubt as to what 
I saw. Which might not have been so 
if I’d not capitalised the initial letter 
of all its vernacular names; because 
we use so many adjectives to name 
things. There would have been that 
element of doubt if I’d left out any 
of those capitals knowing that there 
are both Ringed Plover and Little 
Ringed Plover. Large White: Great 
Black-backed Gull: Smooth Meadow-
grass: Beautiful Demoiselle: the list is 
endless, isn’t it?

If I’m writing a nature note for a 
parish magazine it would be unfair to 
burden the readers with a scientific 
name, so the reader needs to know 
exactly what I’m talking about. Is 
brown long-eared bat a description 
or a name? 

So if we recognise that we have a 
convention for writing the scientific 
name in italics, with the initial letter 
of the generic name capitalised, and 
the specific name starting with a 
lower case letter (Lutra lutra), why 
can’t we start the convention of 
capitalising ALL the initial letters of 
the vernacular name. I know natural 
england don’t like it; I can only 
assume they went to schools where 
the teachers didn’t correct their 
spelling either! But your local records 
centre is happy with this, so let’s 
poke Natural England in the eye.

tony atkinson
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So, what’s your PhD on then?  Those 
immortal words which, after several 
years of being a PhD researcher, 
still manage to provoke in me 
a feeling of dread the moment 
they’re uttered.   Depending on my 
audience (and after a deep intake of 
breath), my response will vary, from 
‘invertebrates, of the non-native 
variety’ to ‘how non-native species 
interact with native species’ or ‘how 
non-native invertebrates do their 
stuff in native foodwebs’.  The more 
scientific version/ working title of my 
thesis is ‘The integration of non-
native phytophagous invertebrates in 
native interaction networks’, so now 
that I’ve got that out of the way, I’ll 
attempt to shed  some light on what 
that actually means, and perhaps 
more pertinently, what I actually do.

It all began with a Cornwall-based 
project proposal to investigate the 
indirect effects of the introduction 
of a non-native insect, the release 
of which was (is) hoped to help 
combat the massive ecological 
disaster that is the ever-increasing 
presence of Japanese Knotweed 
Fallopia japonica in Britain.  In March 
2010, Defra granted approval for the 
host-specific psyllid Aphalara itadori 
to be used as a biological control 
agent, and its release/monitoring 
programme is currently underway.  
Despite rigorous testing and scientific 
research, the deliberate introduction 
of a non-native species has met, not 
surprisingly given the popular history 
of past exploits, with varying degrees 
of (dis)approval.  I won’t go into 
the arguments for and against the 
psyllid’s use here, other than to say 
that, given my knowledge of psyllid 
‘mechanics’ and host-specificity 
combined with the devastating 
impact of Japanese  Knotweed on 
native ecosystems, I know in which 
camp I firmly sit.

Indirect effects can probably best 
be described as the impact of the 
presence of a species on another 

species via an intermediary species, 
and as such, can be negative or 
positive – potentially harmful or 
potentially beneficial.  Despite the 
thorough testing carried out prior to 
the release of the psyllid, the indirect 
effects of its presence in native 
foodwebs/interaction networks is not 
known, and from an applied point of 
view, there is every possibility that 
some of these effects could  prove 
useful in helping to effectively control 
other species considered ‘pests’ in 
certain circles.  And this is where I 
was to come in.

Due to a combination of funding 
issues and thus far negligible impact 
of the psyllid’s release, the above 
proposal soon developed into a less 
species-specific but still Cornwall-
focused project along similar lines.   
Rather ironically, considering the 
oft-prevailing doubts surrounding 
the notion of a non-native species 
being invited to reside amongst our 
very own flora and fauna, it soon 
became clear that Aphalara itadori 
is a tiny, tiny drop in the ocean of 
what is the presence of non-native 
species in Britain.  The GB Non-
native Species Secretariat currently 
provides information for over 3000 
non-native plant/animal species, 
describing a non-native species as ‘a 
species that has been introduced into 
the country by human intervention 
(either deliberately or accidentally) 
since the end of the last ice age’.   
But to put things into perspective, 
of these 3000+ species, only c. 10% 
are considered to impact negatively 
and/or socio-economically , although 
invasive non-native species are still 
designated as one of the main drivers 
of biodiversity loss.  

Introduction routes for non-
native species are numerous, 
with agriculture, aquaculture and 
ornamental horticulture all playing 
significant roles – historically, most 
have come from other parts of 
Europe but more recently, species 

“Bug-hunting, leaf-twitching, data-
analysing and me....”  Sally Luker

have originated from temperate 
Asia and North America.  Keeping 
with the theme of plant-munching 
(phytophagous) invertebrates, as per 
Aphalara itadori, many examples 
of such exhibit host-specificity 
(specialist feeders), whereas others 
have evolved to feed less restrictively 
(generalist feeders).  Non-native 
specialist feeders require particular 
host-plants, and being non-native, 
more often than not, the latter will 
be a non-native species also, which 
leads on nicely to the role of the 
host-plant.

What’s so significant about Cornwall?  
Well, with its southerly latitude and 
(in places, sub-tropical) maritime 
climate, Cornwall is home to many 
flourishing gardens, featuring 
a large variety of exotic plants 
from many different parts of the 
world. Add to this an increasing 
number of specialist horticultural 
nurseries and an established 
agricultural trade, and there exists a 
veritable Smörgåsbord of potential 
introduction means, habitats and 
host-plants for non-native species.  
With this in mind, one of my tasks 
is to sample a percentage of the 
invertebrate population of Cornwall’s 
historic/municipal gardens in 
order to determine the presence 
of non-native invertebrate fauna 
(and performing some possibly 
complicated-sounding data analysis 
along the way).  As a compulsive 
recorder of all things biological, the 
prospect of purposefully poking my 
nose around Cornwall’s gardens 
for days on end makes me very 
happy; of course, this is something I 
already do on a routine basis, albeit 
rather more haphazardly.  Yes, I‘m 
a self-confessed leaf-twitcher – get 
me within 6 or so metres of a plant, 
and I have no choice but to turn 
over its leaves, check its stems and 
peer into its flowers to seek out 
resident or visiting invertebrates.  
Systematic surveying aside, my leaf-
twitching has already proved very 
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rewarding, revealing all manner of 
previously-overlooked species, as 
well as enabling an insight into the 
microcosmic worlds that exist right 
under our noses.   

Now, I have another confession – 
before the commencement of my 
research, I knew very little about 
psyllids, and definitely don’t recall 
actually having seen one.  They’re 
interesting little critters, most closely 
related to aphids, whiteflies and 
scale-insects, and I personally think 
that they resemble mini cicadas, 
although they are far less noisy than 
their larger cousins.  The number of 
extant species in the world currently 
stands at 3338, just fewer than 100 
of which can be found in Britain. 
According to my records, I have 
now managed to see 22 of these, 6 
being non-native and including one 
species new to Europe: Cacopsylla 
fatsiae or tetrapanaxae (Fig. 1) (the 
jury’s still out on which one it is, or 
even if the two species are actually 
one and the same), an Asian species 
currently thriving on Fatsia japonica 
and Tetrapanax papyrifer plants in 
West Cornwall, one species new 
to Britain: Agonoscena targionii 
(Fig. 2), a European species very 
much at home on Pistacia lentiscus 
at the Eden Project, and another 
species found at various locations 
throughout southern Britain but new 
to Cornwall: Acizzia uncatoides (Fig. 
3), an Australian species found on 
Paraserianthes lophantha  (formerly 
Albizia lophantha) in Penzance.

Psyllids aren’t the only phytophagous 
invertebrates with which I’ve become 
uncommonly closely acquainted.  
I’ve also befriended a particularly 
attractive little-known aphid species 
Crypturaphis  grassii (Fig.4), believed 
to be monophagous, feeding only 
on Italian Alder Alnus cordata, and 
native to Corsica and Southern 
Italy.  First recorded in the UK in 
1998, it is found in relatively low 
numbers throughout Britain, and was 
first recorded in Cornwall in 2011.  
Another of my aims is to investigate 
the potential for Crypturaphis grassii 
to switch hosts to one or more 
related (congeneric) species, by 
means of a series of host-preference  Figure 3: Acizzia uncatoides – adult (length 1.5-2 mm)

Figure 1: Cacopsylla fatsiae/tetrapanaxae - adult (length 3.5-4.5 mm)

Figure 2: Agonscena targionii - adult (photo: C. Malumphy/Fera) (length 3-4 mm)
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will occur; however, as in aphids, 
parthenogenesis is commonplace. 

Linking all of the above 
phytophagous invertebrates are 
parasitoids – parasitic organisms 
that have often co-evolved to spend 
a significant portion of their life 
(usually egg and/or larval stages) in 
or on its host, ultimately resulting in 
the latter’s demise.  The dynamics 
of host-parasitoid relationships is a 
truly fascinating subject, and also 
a very useful example of indirect 
effects, with numerous studies 
demonstrating how behaviours such 
as predator-avoidance in one species 
can alter population densities, 
feeding behaviours, reproduction 
strategies and similar in another.  
However, attempting to explain it 
further in a straightforward, let alone 
succinct manner is proving too much 
for my addled brain!

Other examples of phytophagous 
invertebrates subject to my scrutiny 
include those which live and feed 
inside plant tissue, such as leaf/

stem-mining insects and various 
gall-makers.   The Horse Chestnut 
Leafminer Cameraria ohridella (Fig. 
6) is a prime example of a non-native 
leaf-mining moth, first recorded in 
Britain in 2001/2 (Wimbledon), its 
distribution is increasing rapidly.   It 
causes significant, unsightly damage 
to the foliage of Horse Chestnut 
Aesculus hippocastanum (also non-
native) and related trees; however, 
as yet, there is no evidence of the 
moth’s presence having any serious 
impact on the tree’s survival.  
Accordingly, I am about to embark 
on a literature search to establish 
what is currently known about C. 
ohridealla and its parasitoid complex, 
paying particular attention to known 
associations of parasitoids with 
native hosts, clinal variation, novel 
interactions with native species, etc..  

So, for now, that’s what I’m up to.  
Needless to say, there are more 
projects on the horizon but then, 
aren’t there always? 

Sally Luker

GB Non-native Species Secretariat 
[online] at: http://www.
nonnativespecies.org/home/index.
cfm (accessed 17 January 2014)

  Roy, H.E., Bacon, J., Beckmann, 
B., Harrower, C.A., Hill, M.O., Isaac, 
N.J.B., Preston, C.D., Rathod, B., 
Rorke, S.L., Marchant, J.H., Musgrove, 
A., Noble, D., Sewell, J., Seeley, R., 
Sweet, N., Adams, L., Bishop, J., 
Jukes, A.R., Walker, K.J. & Pearman, 
D. 2012. Non-Native Species in Great 
Britain: establishment, detection and 
reporting to inform effective decision 
making. NERC Centre for Ecology & 
Hydrology, 110pp. https://secure.
fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/
downloadDocument.cfm?id=753

  Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 
http://www.unep.org/maweb/en/
index.aspx

  Ouvrard, D. 2014. Psyl’list - The 
World Psylloidea Database. [online] 
at: http://www.hemiptera-databases.
com/psyllist  (accessed 17 January 
2014)

  Harrington, R. 1998. An aphid new 
to Britain. Entomologist’s Record & 
Journal of Variation 110: 288.

  Luker, S. 2011. Crypturaphis grassii 
(Sternorryncha: Aphidae): first 
records for Cornwall. Br. J. Ent. Nat. 
Hist. 24: 205-209.

  Pocock, M., Evans, D. Straw, N. 
& Polaszek, A. 2011. The horse-
chestnut leaf-miner and its 
parasitoids. British Wildlife Vol. 22 
Number 5 June 2011 p. 305-313.

Sally Luker  is a PhD Researcher  working 
under the supervision of Dr Frank van Veen at 
University of Exeter’s  Centre for Ecology and 
Conservation, Cornwall Campus. 

Having had the opportunity to study avian 
biology, ecology and behaviour, followed by 
conservation biology/ecology, she is now 
thoroughly enjoying embracing her true 
passion by investigating how non-native 
invertebrate species interact in native food-
webs/interaction networks.

A keen biological recorder, Sally is interested in 
all taxonomic groups and is an out-and-proud 
member of the pan-species listing fraternity.  
She has a strong leaning towards the 
application of such knowledge and research 
to UK biodiversity conservation issues, and is 
an active member of a number of national and 
local special interest groups.

Sally is a CISFBR committee member.

Figure 6: Cameraria ohridealla 
on Horse Chestnut Aesculus 
hippocastanum 
Image © Opuntia via Wikipedia Commons, 20 
Jan 2013, Creative Commons Attribution.  
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Pan-species 
listing

I have a confession to make.  My 
name is Richard and I’m a pan-
species lister.  Pan-species listing (or 
panlisting for short) is a relatively 
new arrival in the world of biological 
recording.  Formalised as a concept 
by Mark Telfer (at  http://www.
brc.ac.uk/psl/), panlisting is, at 
its simplest, counting how many 
species you’ve seen within the British 
Isles.  Anything other than bacteria 
counts – animals, plants, protists 
and fungi are all fine – as long as it’s 
wild, rather than domesticated or 
captive.  Basically, vagrant birds or re-
introduced wild boar count, botanical 
gardens don’t!

There have always been, and 
probably always will be, criticisms 
of this kind of listing approach, and 
it could be seen as the trivialisation 
of natural history to the shallow 
accumulation of long lists.  But in 
fact that isn’t a feature of panlisters 
so far, and there are exceptionally 
few, if any, tick-and-run merchants. 
Rather, it’s a community of excellent 
naturalists and biological recorders 

with a broad interest in the natural 
world, who are interested in 
everything they see, not just one 
particular group.

With around 70,000 
species in Britain, there’s 
always more to see once 
you begin to look more 
widely – the amazing 
miniature world of 
pseudoscorpions, the 
rock that plays host to 
dozens of species of 
lichens.  Panlisting helps 
foster an appreciation 
of the whole of the 
natural world, and of 
how ecosystems work 
together.  Psyllids gain 
an identity as species in 
their own right, rather 
than just plant pests or 
ladybird food: birds are 
seen as more than just 
early-morning raiders of 
the moth trap.  While 
there is some element 
of competition, it’s a 
very friendly and helpful 

group – everyone is driven by their 
interest in, and love for, the natural 
world, and they’re keen to help those 
beginning that journey.  On several 
occasions I’ve mentioned having 
difficulties with a particular group or 
species, only to be sent keys, field 
notes, or info from national recorders 
– there’s a real community, driven 
by the shared journey exploring the 
natural world.

Biological recording is on the 
increase, driven by the increasing 
availability of identification resources 
and improving digital cameras, and 

policy is often driven by analysis 
of these records but taxonomic 
expertise is decreasing and there 
are often big biases in the collected 
data - common species are under-
recorded, for instance, as are those 
which need a lot of effort to identify.  
Panlisters, by definition, record 
everything they see, spend a lot of 
time in the field, and take the time 
to check the ID of even the most 
insignificant of species – personally 
I submitted 13,270 records of 2,256 
species to recording schemes in 
2013.  With 51 people currently 
in the ‘official’ list, plus others 
still working on their totals, that’s 
a huge quantity of high-quality 
data – potentially more than half 
a million records a year – which 
has come about, or at least been 
greatly improved, by the idea of, 
and community around, pan-species 
listing.

How many species have you seen?

Richard Comont

USEFUL LINKS

The home of pan-species listing: 
http://www.brc.ac.uk/psl/

Panlisting Facebook site:  
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1550187855270648/

A list of online ID resources: 
http://insectrambles.blogspot.
co.uk/2012/12/web-id-resources.
html

Sweep-netting for ladybirds at 
Axeminster Marshes, Devon 
(credit: Jane Adams)

Being shown reptiles on Upton 
Heath, Dorset, by Steve Davies of 
Dorset Wildlife Trust 
(credit: Andrew Dawes)

Recording session 
underway at Studland 
dunes, Dorset 
(credit: Sally Luker)
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ERCCIS organised a series of introduc-
tory training workshops last summer, 
with three dealing with terrestrial 
ecology: dune & coastal systems, 
woodland, and heathland. The 
workshops generated some valuable 
species lists and I thought people 
might be interested to hear about 
the highlights.

Ethy Woods was the focus for the 
woodland ecology day, 21st May. The 
steep south-facing slopes above Ler-
ryn Creek are former wood-pasture 
and provide an interesting contrast 
with the old oak coppice of Ethy 
Wood on the west side. The large 
old open-grown oaks and beeches 
were unappreciated in the past and 
the slopes were planted up with 
dense conifers in 1960, but are now 
being released from this damaging 
competition. It had been hoped to 
be able to show people a good range 
of wood-decay invertebrates but we 
did struggle – this site is known to 
be one of the richest in Cornwall for 
wood-decay beetles in particular but 
they can be difficult to demonstrate 
on demand. Species found included 
the strikingly marked black and red 
beetle Scaphidium quadrimaculatum 
from the damp underside of a log, 
Lesser Stag Beetle Dorcus parallel-
epipedus in a decaying stump, and 
the distinctive larva of the awl-fly 

Xylophagus ater beneath loose bark 
on a fallen oak branch (pictured 
above). Immature Issus planthoppers 
were knocked from the tree canopy 
and are assumed to be the nationally 
scarce Issus muscaeformis as this is 
one of the few known Cornish sites 

Invertebrate highlights from the British Ecological 
Society’s Festival of Ecology events 2013

for the species. This hopper is known 
in Britain from just a handful of sites 
across Cornwall, Merioneth and 
Cumbria, and appears to be associ-
ated with western oak woods.

The coastal day visited Godrevy Point 
(21st June) and the highlights there 
came from the steep rocky south-
facing slopes above the coastal path. 
The nationally scarce Green Hairy 
Snail Ponentina subvirescens was 
seen in good numbers underneath 
loose rocks and the ground beetle 
Olisthopus rotundatus was also 
frequent – the snail is a speciality of 
the rocky coasts of SW Britain. A few 
smaller beetles were also found and 
subsequent microscopic examination 
showed that one was one of the tar-
get species of the search, the British 
Red Data Book ground weevil Cathor-
miocerus myrmecophilus, a speciality 
of the Atlantic coasts of SW Europe. 
A pill beetle Simplocaria semistriata 
was also found, the first Cornish 
record of the species since 1922 – it 
had only previously been reported 
from St Buryan and Sennen district. 
The maritime grasslands below these 
slopes are rather rank and tussocky 
through lack of grazing but a typical 
range of common and widespread 
invertebrates were found. The larval 
leaf-lines of Scaptomyza graminum 
were examined on Kidney vetch 
Anthyllis vulneraria – this drosophilid 
fly is a leaf-miner on a wide range of 
herbs but is most readily found in the 
county on Kidney Vetch. Later in the 
afternoon some of us moved round 
to St Gothian’s Dunes and found 
some of the characteristic sand dune 
species such as the spurge bug Doli-
chocephalus agilis, the carrion beetle 
Ablattaria laevigata, the chafer 
Serica brunnea, the darkling beetle 
Melanimon tibiale, the ground weevil 
Philopedon plagiatus and 11-spot 
ladybird Coccinella undecimpunctata. 
The Sandhill Snail Theba pisana was 
also found – this Mediterranean snail 
has been known from St Ives Island 
since the late 18th century but began 
to expand from about 1980 onwards 

and has now colonised most dune 
systems in the county.

The heathland day was spent at 
Windmill Farm Nature Reserve 
on the Lizard, 21st June. This has 
typical Cornish humid heath which 
is rather coarse and tussocky from 
the past history of lack of grazing; 
CWT have now restored a grazing 
regime. Common and widespread 
dwarf shrub invertebrates were 
found, including the Gorse Lace Bug 
Dictyonota strichnocera, the heather 
bugs Kleidocerys truncatulus and 
Ulopa reticulata, Heather Beetle 
Lochmaea suturalis and the heather 
weevil Micrelus ericae. Tree snail 
Balea heydeni was characteristically 
present on the gorse bushes where 
it browses on encrusting algae. The 
ladybird Exochomus quadripustulatus 
was also found; it is characteristic of 
heaths and gorse in Cornwall despite 
its recently invented ‘common name’ 
of Pine Ladybird – it feeds on various 
soft-bodied bugs on evergreen trees 
and shrubs. Marshy ground added 
the Small Red Ladybird Coccidula rufa 
and a snail-killing fly Tetanocera hya-
lipennis – the larvae of the latter feed 
on aquatic snails in wet woodland 
situations. Patchy willow scrub on 
the Reserve contributed the barkfly 
Atlantopsocus adustus, a species 
which has been steadily colonising 
the county since it was first noticed 
here in 2002. It is an Atlantic island 
species and is thought to be a natural 
colonist from the Azores and Ma-
deira; it feeds on algae and lichens 
encrusting woody stems.

Keith Alexander
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Update on barkflies 
(Psocoptera) in 
Cornwall
Fieldwork in 2014 produced 
one addition to the county list: 
Valenzuela corsicus. A single 
specimen of an unfamiliar barkfly 
was knocked from one of the old 
apple trees in the remnant orchard 
at Trerice (SW8458), 23rd July, during 
an invertebrate survey of this small 
National Trust property. It looked 
very much like the common yellow V. 
flavidus but there were some unusual 
distinctive-looking wing markings 
so it was retained for examination 
under a microscope. V. corsicus is 
a very rare species nationally – the 
NBN website includes only a handful 
of localised records and these are 
scattered across the southern half of 
Britain, plus one in Northern Ireland. 
Finding a pattern amongst so few 
records proved challenging: it has 
previously been found on the foliage 
of various tree species – conifer as 
well as broadleaf – and both the N 
Ireland and the Norfolk records come 
from scrub on coastal sand dunes. 
Basically we know very little about 
its ecology. Its global range appears 
centred on the Mediterranean and it 
has been known in Britain for many 
decades, but it could conceivably 
be a regular import rather than 
a resident species. Trerice does 
not seem the sort of place to be 
supporting a very rare native barkfly, 
but finding a single specimen might 
just mean that the main population is 

close by in another situation!
Survey work on the invertebrates 
of the West Penwith Moors also 
produced an interesting find. 
Enderleinella obsoleta – a rather 
undistinguished species – had only 
recently been found in the county 

on Carn Galva, Zennor, beaten 
from old heather that had been 
protected from fires by the patches 
of large boulders below the ridge. 
It turned up at two new sites in 
2014: Carnyorth Common, St Just 
(SW3833) and White Downs, Morvah 
(SW4135), one and two respectively 
in pitfall traps amongst humid heath 
close to rocky carns with old heather. 
A pattern is beginning to emerge – 
the West Penwith Moors may be the 
key area for the species. It is listed in 
the county Red Data Book (2009).
The Trerice survey was commissioned 
by the National Trust Trerice 
property, while the moor surveys 
were commissioned by Natural 
England. The surveys were 
made  with the permission of the 
landowners and managers.

Keith Alexander

Hazel Maureen Meredith 
(1932-2014)

Hazel Meredith died on 27th 
September 2014 after two years 
of declining health. A member of 
CISFBR since it was first formed in 
1997, Hazel was interested in the 
natural world, science and recording, 
with molluscs and botany her main 
areas of study in Cornwall. Hazel 
contributed much to the study of 
non-marine conchology (the study 
of molluscs) not only in Cornwall 
and the British Isles, but also 
Malawi, where she spent several 
happy years working as a scientist 
and teacher, and was a member 
of the Malacological Society of 
London, and the Conchological 
Society of Great Britain & Ireland. 
Hazel was an active member of the 
Botanical Society of the British Isles 
(BSBI) and the Botanical Cornwall 
Group. As a key botanical recorder 
for Cornwall, particularly the area 
around Newquay, Hazel contributed 
thousands of botanical records to the 
ERICA database, as well as records of 
other wildlife. Hazel also monitored 
the rare plants in the arable fields 
at West Pentire for the National 
Trust for over 20 years - her findings 
have helped towards the continued 
protection and management of the 
fields. As a member of the Restormel 
branch of the Cornwall Wildlife 
Trust, Hazel led walks for the group 
around the fields at their floriferous 
best (full of yellow Corn Marigold 
and red poppies).  Hazel was very 
much a part of Newquay life and was 
a volunteer for the Citizens Advice 
Bureau, and a regular at the local 
Methodist Church, as well as active in 
other groups. Hazel will be missed by 
all who knew her.

Ian Bennallick 

A longer obituary will appear in 
the next CISFBR newsletter – if you 
have any memories or stories of 
Hazel please send to Ian Bennallick 
ianbennallick@btinternet.com. Hazel in the arable fields at West 

Pentire (her last visit), July 2013.
Hazel demonstrating identification 
of molluscs.
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It was with much sadness that many 
of Chris’ friends assembled at the 
Treswithian Downs Crematorium 
to pay tribute to this remarkable 
man. He was born in Bermuda 
and spent much of his childhood 
in Australia, where his interest in 
entomology was first kindled. After 
gaining a BSc in Horticulture at Wye 
College (University of London) in 
1952, he started work at the Sports 
Turf Association. For many years he 
was at MAFF’s plant health service, 
before retiring in 1987. We all knew 
him for his entomological skills, but 
he was an excellent plantsman who 
wrote books on the subject; Winter 
colour in the garden (1965) and Bulbs 
for small gardens (1967), as well as 
illustrating Climbing plants for walls 
and gardens by C E Lucas Phillips. 
He also wrote articles for Gardeners’ 
Chronicle and Alpine Garden Society. 
Chris was a leading light in the 
Sussex Trust for Nature Conservation 
and found time in 1975 to write 
the authoritative Natural History 
of Sussex, described at the time 
as being “…abundantly illustrated, 
attractive… covers every aspect of 
the subject… written with verve 
and it holds the reader’s interest 
throughout”, praise that applies 
equally to all of Chris’ later works. His 
interest in orthopteroid insects led 
him to become the national organiser 
for the Orthoptera Recording Scheme 
in 1977, where he edited the 1979 
second edition of Provisional Atlas 
of British Orthoptera. In 1988, 
Judith Marshall and Chris, with 
Denys Ovenden as illustrator, wrote 
Grasshoppers and Allied Insects of 
Great Britain and Ireland which has 
become the Orthopterists’ ‘Bible’. 
In 1997 Chris and Paul Harding 
produced the Atlas of grasshoppers, 
crickets and allied insects in Britain 
and Ireland which put into print all 
the efforts of the ORS during Chris’ 
tenure as national recorder.
After he retired, Chris moved 
to Cornwall with his wife Jane, 
who sadly died shortly after they 
arrived. Chris was a most active 
recorder of our wildlife, contributing 

many articles in local and national 
publications. He was a founder 
member of CISFBR, being made 
an honorary life member in 2007. 
In 1990 he wrote the first detailed 
account on the Orthoptera of 
Cornwall in Cornish Biological 
Records 12. He followed that with 
several updates before putting 
together Orthopteroid insects of 
Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly: 
a revised provisional atlas with 
detailed tetrad distribution maps. In 
2004, Chris did his last full review of 
our Orthoptera Orthopteroid Insects 
of Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly: an 
updated provisional atlas, which was 
to be in full colour. I was very pleased 
to be able to help him to lay this out 
and make a few small contributions. 
His broad entomological knowledge 
was always impressive. In the 1997 
Red Data Book for Cornwall and the 
Isles of Scilly, apart from Orthoptera, 
he was also the author of the 
sections on Diptera and Aculeates. 
With such a legacy of written 
publications, his authoritative work 
will a source of reference for many 
decades to come. 
I first met Chris in 1991, after I sent 
him a photograph of a stick-insect 
I found in my garden. He phoned 
me and said he had not been up 
to my area of Cornwall and would 
pop up to check it out. When he 
arrived I found he was a charming 
man with a fine sense of humour. 
I had always had an interest in all 
things natural history, but had no 
detailed knowledge. Clutching my 
pristine copy of Michael Chinery’s 
paperback book of insects, we set 
out on to the local cliffs. He was like 
a machine gun rattling off Latin name 
after Latin name, much faster than I 
could look them up. As a former VAT 
inspector, my natural suspicion was 
to test what I was being told, but 
after the fourth time of looking up 
the illustration in Chinery and seeing 
exactly what Chris had pointed out 
30 seconds earlier, all doubts were 
removed. This guy knew his stuff! 
Chris was only too happy to share his 
knowledge with others, and came 
up to North Cornwall several times 
to lead insect forays for our Heritage 
Coast Service. When some child 
brought him a pot with an insect 
they had just captured, they received 

his full attention as he gave them 
an instant identification along with 
a summary of its life cycle. Visiting 
him at Angarrack was a delight, as 
he had a wonderful garden and 
rockery. His garden had free range 
stick-insects, which had ‘escaped’ 
from the cages in his conservatory (I 
regularly receive stick-insect reports 
from Angarrack gardens!). One 
unusual plant I had not seen before 
looked for all the world to me like a 
clump of grass, but it was black, not 
green. Chris patiently explained to 
the simpleton before him that it was 
not a grass, but a member of the 
Asparagus family named Ophiopogon 
planiscapus ‘Nigrescens’. As I was 
about to leave he grabbed a trowel 
and presented me with a clump. It 
has grown considerably since then, 
and is a joyful reminder of a lovely 
man who will be sorely missed by us 
all.

Malcolm Lee

Several comments and memories 
have been received about Chris and 
their times with him -

Adrian Spalding
Chris was a very special person. 
It’s not just that he was by far the 
best all-round field naturalist that I 

Edward Christopher 
Mount Haes (Chris, to us all)
1st February 1930 - 11th June 2014

Chris at the CISFBR field meeting at 
Boconnoc in May 2006
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have ever known, but he was also 
a unique character, with a bubbly 
self-deprecating manner, full of 
gentle humour. Once he got his brain 
working – or as he put it, loaded the 
hard drive and got it whirring – the 
identifications came thick and fast. 
Once he got his eye in, he could 
name tiny insects flying past, often 
things I never even saw, as well as 
harvestman, spiders – all living things 
were of interest to him. He would 
start naming as soon as he got out 
of the car and I had terrible trouble 
getting him onto the site where we 
were going recording as he was still 
fascinated by the species in the car 
park.
I never knew much about his 
personal life before he came to 
Cornwall, but here we did lots of 
things together, such as surveying 
the mid-Cornwall moors for English 
Nature. I first really knew him when 
we collaborated on our comparative 
study of mine site invertebrates for 
the CBRU; if I had known him better 
I would never have expected him to 
comply with the format, spending 
no more than 2 hours per site three 
times a year. It was an impossible 
task to keep him to 2 hours per 
site – there was always something 
more to look at and note on his scrap 
of paper kept in his pocket! With 
Catriona we set up a little group – 
Spalding Haes and Neil – to carry 
out surveys for Cornwall Council and 
other clients; I’m sure he thought I 
was pompous being named first, and 
of course he was right. We used to 
cook for each other, and I remember 
many times sitting in his living room 
with the trains rumbling over the 
Angarrack Viaduct, eating seafood 
paella, watching Chris feeding his fish 
in the cold water tank (he assured 
me they were there although I don’t 
think I ever saw them amongst all the 
weed), while Snowball the white cat 
ate, getting more and more round 
like his master. 
He had a sense of the ridiculous – I 
think he thought my seriousness was 
hilarious – and of course walking 
around with a sweep net is rather 
funny. He told me that he recorded 
Garden Dart in his garden; I told him 
that it was very rare in Cornwall and 
was probably White-line Dart; every 
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contacted CTNC (now CWT) and the 
Biological Records Centre at Redruth 
(now CISFBR at Allet) for help, Mr 
Edward C. M. Haes name cropped 
up. I had corresponded with Edward 
- known affectionately as Chris to 
all his friends - many years earlier 
when we both lived in Sussex and he 
confirmed my discovery of a Wart-
biter on the South Downs above 
Brighton, but I had never met him.
On 19th June 1990 I went to collect 
Chris at his home in Angarrack and 
I still remember him greeting me 
at the door, a rather short, plump 
bespectacled fellow with a broad 
smile and bubbly persona – and 
rather worryingly armed with a large 
shovel! Given the invite to come 
and have a look at the Marsh with 
me for a few plants and insects, I 
was expecting a butterfly net or 
some such so I was rather alarmed 
when he said he wanted to look for 
Mole Crickets, especially as RSPB 
hadn’t yet signed the lease, I was 
still unemployed and we would be 
trespassing on private property! We 
didn’t find any Mole Crickets but 
this day marked a turning point in 
my life and the start of an education 
in biological identification and 
recording for which I (and later my 
two children) have been fortunate to 
carry with me ever since.
A typical day out with Chris was 
always a full-on, fun packed 
adventure as we, or rather he, sought 
out and identified things most people 
wouldn’t even know existed. We 
logged over 500 species of vascular 
plants at Marazion and over 500 
species of invertebrates there – 
before moving on to Hayle Estuary 
RSPB reserve where the change 
from freshwater to saltwater biota 
presented us (me) with a different 
set of challenges. Actually, for me the 
real challenge was trying to keep up 
with his monologue, scribbling down 
in my field notebook his ID pointers. 
Chris was one of those rare all-round 
naturalists at the top of his game, 
who knew what you were going to 
see before you actually saw it! Thus 
that first outing at Marazion went 
something like “These 5-Spot Burnet 
cases are higher up the stems than 
normal, must have been very wet 
here when these formed; Oh yes 
look these plants (species A, B, C, D, 

E…all of which I’ve now forgotten) 
shows there was actually a pond here 
and usually you find a tiny beetle 
(species F) associated with these; Oh 
yes here it is on here (plant G) and 
often you find a solitary bee (species 
H) with this; Oh yes is that one over 
there?....” I filled four pages of notes 
on that day alone with scribbles 
such as “Meadow Grasshopper, 
Chorthippus parallelus – parallel 
sides to pronotum, black knees, small 
ovipositor, never hairy or orange…” 
but I now also read “By flooding, may 
upset Great Green Bush-cricket on 
Main Marsh”. Sorry about that Chris 
– too late now I’m afraid!
Sometimes his enthusiasm got the 
better of him. On one occasion at 
Marazion he stopped me dead in 
my tracks as he exclaimed “Tabanus 
sudeticus – where’s my camera?” 
This was to be a new species for 
the reserve but unfortunately when 
I received his postcard (he never 
embraced computer technology) 
a few days later he said that in his 
haste to focus on the horsefly before 
it got away he had forgotten to put 
the film in the camera. Furthermore 
it was a Tabanus bovinus not the 
rarer sudeticus as he had hoped. 
Nevertheless, he always seemed to 
enjoy our days out together and one 
of his favourite expressions, “It’ll do!” 
would usually round the day off – or 
be given as a gesture of thanks after 
a follow up meal at my house.
Chris’s enthusiasm was infectious and 
unstoppable and on one particular 
visit to the Eden Project (a place we 
took him many times- and where he 
would enlighten us with the correct 
IDs of the plants Eden had labelled 
incorrectly!), he had me scurrying 
around on my hands and knees in the 
tropical biome trying to catch some 
ants for ID! I only had my (large) 
lunchbox with me and trying to 
gather up these tiny creatures in the 
darkness of the rainforest without 
the Eden staff spotting me would 
have been difficult to explain if I’d 
been caught. It turned out they were 
an invasive species from Portugal and 
Chris was worried they might escape 
along with the American Cockroaches 
also in there.
Both our children benefited from 
this ‘enthusiasm’ and they adored 
him. Chris often referred to our son, 

Lucas as being “the re-inventor of 
the bow and arrow”: Lucas made a 
full-size bow as large as himself when 
he was about 9 years old and with 
glass-tipped arrows to boot - which 
Chris found quite “interesting”. 
Chris would often join us on family 
outings at weekends and at the end 
of one such day at Penhale sand 
dunes after Lucas had spent most 
of it running all over the place, bow 
and arrows in hand, Chris quipped 
“Well it used to be a triple SI but it’s 
a double SI now!” He commissioned 
our daughter, Heidi to provide the 
frontispiece for his Orthopteroid 
Insects of Cornwall and the Isles of 
Scilly: an updated provisional atlas 
(2004).
Sadly Chris’s last couple of years were 
spent in Care Homes at Carbis Bay, 
which as nice as they were couldn’t 
compare with his bungalow at 6 
Hatch’s Hill, Angarrack where he 
had lived ever since moving from 
Sussex to Cornwall. Chris died at the 
Trewartha Care Home that specialises 
in dementia on 11th June 2014 age 
84 and although I hated seeing him 
there he never complained; “It’ll do” 
he would say.

Paula Forrest (Chris’ god-daughter) –
I can remember my Grandmother 
telling me about a trip out she, my 
mum and Christopher had, and a 
long explanation Christopher had 
given them about a butterfly/moth, 
that was in a tree. It was all very 
informative, until my mum pointed 
out it was a ‘tea bag’. Needless to 
say, they all had a good laugh.

Sue Edwards (friend from Sussex)
Chris and Jane were married for 
ten years. I was Chris’ best man 
(improbably!) and the wedding was 
full of mirth-provoking moments. 
Jane’s siblings and their children 
are probably still around; I would 
doubt that her parents are still alive 
although it is possible as she was 
considerably younger than Chris. On 
their tenth wedding anniversary they 
exchanged ‘Winnie the Pooh’ and 
‘The House at Pooh Corner’ volumes, 
suitably inscribed with ‘Now we are 
ten’; Chris gave these to me when he 
left Sussex, so that Mike and I could 
share the stories with our two small 
boys. I have a memory of travelling 
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behind Chris’ car, en route to a site, 
and of him stopping at a crossroads 
and dashing back to us, beaming 
widely, and exclaiming, “Did you hear 
it? ‘Winnie the Pooh’ being read by 
Willie Rushton! Wonderful!”. His car 
was an extension of his interests: a 
Simca, the shape always reminded us 
of a cricket and one almost expected 
to see its elytra lifting at any moment 
for it to stridulate. The brakes 
squeaked, too, making a Gryllus-type 
sound.
When Jane died, suddenly and 
unexpectedly, Chris was at a loss 
and we persuaded him to come 
and stay with us for a while. What 
followed was a period marked by 
frequent incident and great hilarity. 
I was on maternity leave from work 
and awaiting the birth of our first 
child. Chris accompanied me to 
do shopping: ”That man’s fat; but 
that lady’s fatter” from a small girl 
in the local supermarket caused 
him to disappear and wait for me 
outside, where, not having heard 
the comment and his subsequent 
conversation with the child’s 
embarrassed mother, I found him 
quietly convulsed with laughter and 
eager to share the exchange with me. 
He also helped me walk my two dogs. 
Now, Chris was unused to canines 
but was determined to deal with 
them. Picture the evening scene: one 
greyhound; one golden retriever; and 
one cocker spaniel to be collected 
from the elderly lady who lived next 
door. Chris told me that he’d hold 
my two dogs while I went into the 
house to collect the third. In answer 
to my anxious enquiry as to whether 
he would manage, he replied 
loftily that he was quite capable of 
holding two dogs, thank you very 
much. The fact that he ended up 
prone on the gravel drive, with his 
face being licked like a lollipop by 
an enthusiastic spaniel started the 
evening very well. And it got better. I 
left him in charge of my greyhound, 
who usually walked very sedately on 
the lead. However, on this occasion, 
someone had discarded half a loaf 
of bread in the undergrowth near 
the playground and the dog dived in 
to get it - followed precipitously by 
Mr Haes. The finale to the mirth-
filled evening came on our way back 
over the common, the dogs yet to 

be put back on leads, when Chris 
stopped in some bushes to answer 
a call of nature. Cue retriever to 
the rescue, bounding off eagerly to 
lend a helping paw, eliciting a shriek 
from the bushes followed by a giggle 
and the succinct comment, “Damp 
trousers”. Chris’ card at Christmas, 
several years down the line, still 
made reference to this occasion and 
is one of my treasured keepsakes.

‘Hortognomeraceae’ (as Chris, 
with his wicked sense of humour, 
dubbed garden gnomes and suchlike) 
was one of life’s joys. He wrote a 
pseudo-scientific article about it for 
the Wisley magazine (I think it was 
that). It describes the various facets 
of horticultural ornamentation, 
including reproductive apparatus 
which, I seem to remember, included 
a ‘pixiecappum’. Years ago, when 
teaching a topic which used the idea 
of gnomes, I sent a selection of the 

children’s best efforts to Chris for 
his appraisal. In due course, back 
came Big Gnome’s comments to 
them, written in longhand on a roll of 
paper. They were entranced!
This is a note we received from him 
regarding the subject*.

Footnotes from Malcolm Lee – Like 
Sue, I was never sure Chris was a dog 
person. My old dog Alice had a habit that 
as soon as I stopped she would plonk her 
bottom down in front of me waiting for a 
biscuit. When Chris and I went surveying 
up my valley, Alice came too. Chris 
stopped to point out an interesting beetle 
on a plant, so I stopped. Alice promptly 
plonked her bottom right on said plant 
and beetle, looking expectantly at me for 
her treat! Chris did not say anything, but 
I doubt his thoughts would have been 
welcome at a meeting of the Dogs Trust.

* The film Chris referred to was 
subsequently made in 2011 called 
‘Gnomeo and Juliet’.



 www.cisfbr.org.uk WINTER 2014/15 NEWSLETTER page 15

The Botanical Cornwall Group (co-
ordinated by IJB) organised over 
20 meetings in 2014 most were for 
recording in 1km squares with very 
few records. Thousands of records 
were made and attendance to the 
meetings was between 3 and 16 
people. Interestingly the meetings 
in high summer were more poorly 
attended than the autumn or early 
spring ones. 

Botanical Cornwall Group 2014
Colin French (CNF) & Ian Bennallick (IJB)

The bulk of recording in Cornwall has 
been undertaken by 4 key recorders 
– CNF, IJB, Ken Preston-Mafham and 
Colin Wild. Many historical records 
have also been added (or edited) on 
the database from various sources 
with herbarium specimens or old 
journals being very useful in adding 
information.
88,283 Flowering Plant and Fern 
Records were added to the ERICA 

database in 2015 making the total 
number of records for Cornwall 
1,795,344. The number of records 
actually made in 2014 was 78,294. 
The geographic spread of recording 
in 2014, the total number of records 
and the number of species recorded, 
for each VC, is shown below:

The number of plant records per 1km in 2014
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The re-survey of the whole of 
Cornwall in order to publish the next 
Flora of Cornwall is progressing well. 
This time every 1km square is being 
surveyed (3960 squares) of which 82 
are left unvisited and 424 are under-
recorded. We hope to complete the 
survey in two, perhaps three seasons. 
The map below shows the current 

state of recording. The main focus of 
recording for the remainder of the 
survey will be in VC2.

The first meeting to discuss the 
format of the next Flora of Cornwall 
was held. Publication of this will 
hopefully be in around 3 or 4 years 
time and if 2019 it would be 20 years 

since the last Flora (1999) and 40 
years since the previous one (1981). 

2015 will see CNF reach two 
milestones. He hopes to survey in 
every 1km square in VC1 and the 
total number of records he hopes to 
make will exceed 500,000.

The  number of species of Flowering Plants and Ferns, per 1km, recorded since 1999
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There have been several new species 
added for Cornwall, almost all non-
native species which have escaped 
and naturalised. Native species 
added to the Cornish list include 
Long-spiked Glasswort Salicornia 
dolichostachya, which was found 
at Hayle SW53 by Judy Swift. Other 
interesting finds include a new 
population of the Cornwall Rare 
species Marsh Clubmoss Lycopodiella 
inundata which was found on old 
china clay workings at Stannon Pit on 
Bodmin Moor SX18, and a few Bog 
Orchid Hammarbya paludosa plants 
were refound at Crowdy Reservoir in 
SX18, last seen here in 1969. There 
have also been other species added 
to the Cornish list which are native in 
other parts of the British Isles, such 
as Sand Leek Allium scorodoprasum 
near Liskeard, SX26. Some rare 
species present in Cornwall have 
been counted in 2014, including 
Land Quillwort Isoetes histrix (around 
20,000 plants counted in 2014 
but a 1982 survey counted almost 
100,000 plants) and some species 
have been found to be present in 
larger numbers that thought. The 
mint Pennyroyal Mentha pulegium 
was down to fewer than 10 plants 
in two sites on the Lizard, but due 
to the curiosity of David Pearman 
(who thought a heavily horse-grazed 
field adjacent to one site looked 
interesting) 133 plants were found 
(some were very large) with 1000s of 
flowering spikes present.
 
 

Peter Lambley, Dr Fred Rumsey and Steve Townsend counting Isoetes histrix 
plants at Holestrow (SW6912)	 Photo: Helena J Crouch

Isoetes histrix plant at Holestrow (SW6912)	   Photo: Helena J Crouch

Allium scorodoprasum near Liskeard, July 2014     Photo: Margaret Gardener




